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Prayer Study 4 - Genesis 18:1 - 33

Background

In our previous studies on prayer, we looked at Danid’s prayer, the account of Hagar and
Ishmae, and the Lord’'s prayer. In this study we return to Genesis once again to look at
Abraham’ s prayer - his plea for Sodom.

Our account beginsin Genesis 18, which is preceded by a number of significant events:

the call of Abram (Chapter 12);

the separation of Abram and Lot (Chapter 13);

the rescue of Lot by Abram (Chapter 14);

God’ s covenant with Abram (Chapter 15);

the account of Hagar and Ishmael (Chapter 16); and,
the covenant of circumcision (Chapter 17).

Have you ever experienced being ‘burdened’ by the Lord for something, or someone? Y our heart
isso heavy and moved you can’t help but turnto the Lordin prayer, and continue prayerfully until
theburdenislifted. Thisisat the heart of intercession, and the prayersfrom Abraham are perhaps
amongst the most moving that we read of in Scripture.

With these events in mind, we shall continue our series of studies on prayer.

The Message

After Abramand Lot had separated, Abram “moved histents and went tolive near thegreat trees
of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar tothe Lord.” (Geness 13:18) And so it isin Mamre
sometimelater that the account in Chapter 18 begins - no longer simply Abram (exalted Father)
at thispoint, but Abraham (father of many, with an honorific ‘ h') following the covenant the L ord
hasestablished with him (Genesis 17: 5). Here Abrahamisvisited by three men (v 2) andit seems
evident that two of them were angds (Genesis 19: 1) and the third may have been the Lord
himself (Genesis 18: 1, 13, 17, 20, 22, 26, 33). Weknow that hospitdity isextremely important
in the near-east, and Abraham demonstrates this by his response to the three men:

. He hurried from his tent to meet them (v 2);
. He bowed low to the ground before them (v2);
. He addressed on of his guestsas‘my lord’ (v3) and referred to himsef as* your servant’

(v3, 5);
. He indicated that serving them would be an honour for him (v3);
. Hearranged for water to be brought to allow themto wash their feet and rest (v4). This

allowed the three men to prepare themselves for the meal that followed;
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. He prepared awonderful meal for them (fineflour for bread, achoicetender cdf etc.) (v6
- 8);

. Hedid not jointhemin the feadt, but stood near them under atree, attentiveto their every
need (v8).

After this feadt, the Lord blesses Abraham and Sarah - again promising them ason. Abraham
was a this time ninety-nine years old, and Sarah was “past the age of childbearing.” (V 11)
Whilst we may be surprised by Sarah’s reaction, we must remember how when the Lord first
made the promise to Abraham (in Genesis 17: 16), Abraham’s response was also to laugh
reflecting his disbelief (Genesis 17: 17). The Lord’s response is truly wonderful...“Is anything
too hard for the Lord?”. What achallenge thisisto us, and like the father of the boy with an evil
spirit our reaction should be “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24)

It isat this point that the men get up to leave (v 16), and the extent of God’ s blessing and favour
on Abraham becomes evident. They are in fellowship:

“Then the Lord said, “ Shall | hide from Abraham what | am about to do?...”
..." The outcry against Sodomand Gomorrahisso great and their sin so grievous
that | will go down and see if what they have doneisasbasasthe outcry that has
reached me. If not, | will know”” (Genesis 18: 17, 20 - 21)

Aswe know from continuing in this chapter, clearly the Lord did not hide His plan and purpose
from Abraham. His desire and intent was to ‘fellowship’ with Abraham and make His plans
known. We sometimes fail to appreciate how much God desires to fellowship with us today, if
we would just give Him the time of day. We must redly take this message to heart, because
sometimes we expect to come before God in prayer with a shopping list of our needs without
coming forward from aplace of fellowship. Weneedto dwellinHim, give Him our all, draw near
to Hisheart and then beseech him in prayer.

There are perhaps many reasons why God chose to witness for Himself the extent of depravity
in Sodom and Gomorrah. Obviously He would already have known this in full, and the outcry
againg these places had already reached Him. | think perhaps that much like the fellowship and
intimacy that God originally had with Adamisonce again seeninthe relationship that developed
between God and Abraham. And knowing something of the Lord’ s planand purpose for Sodom
and Gomorrah, it isat this point that we begin to learn through Abraham’ s action something of
intercesson...

“And Abraham drew near and said, Is it so? Will You cut off the righteouswith
thewicked? Perhapsthere are fifty righteous within the city; isit so You will cut
off and will not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous ones that are
withinit? Far beit fromYou to act inthisway, to put to death therighteouswith
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the wicked. Far be it from You. The Judge of all the earth, shall He not do
right?” (Genesis 18: 23 - 25)

This amazing account of the dialogue between the Lord and Abraham continues with God's
response:

“If I find fifty righteous peoplein the city of Sodom, | will spare the whole place
for their sake.” (Genesis 18: 26)

| find it incredible that Abraham had the boldness to approach God in this way. But note that
Abraham‘drew near’. Heenteredinto fellowship and dialogue with God, soeaking from his heart
and speaking of Hisunderstanding of God’ scompassion. And much likeJob, God’ sresponsewas
not one of rebuke - but God'’ s heart was moved.

What is even more incredible is the rest of this dialogue:

“And Abrahamanswered and said, Behold, | pray, | have undertaken to speak to
theLord, and | amdust and ash. Perhapstherewill belacking five fromthefifty
righteous, will You destroy all the city for the five? And He said, If | find forty
five there, | will not destroy. And he continued still to speak to Him and said,
Perhaps forty will be found there. And He said, | will not do it because of the
forty. And hesaid, Please do not my Lord beangry, that | may speak; perhaps
thirty will be found there. And He said, | will not do itif I find thirty there. And
he said, Behold, | pray, | have undertaken to speak to the Lord; perhaps twenty
will be found there. And He said, | will not desroy because of the twenty. And
hesaid, | pray, let not my Lord beangry that | may speak only thistime; perhaps
ten will befound there. And He said, | will not destroy because of theten.  And
when Jehovah had | eft off speaking to Abraham, He wasfinished. And Abraham
returned to his place’ (Genesis 18: 27 - 33)

Froman initial position of 50 righteous people, Abraham has interceded with God such that God
isprepared not to destroy Sodomif only 10 righteous people arethere. Nowonder that Abraham
says‘| andust and ash’, and asksthat God might not be angry.

Yet in dl of this, | can't help but think that God was taking delight in the doseness of that
communion. And in all of this, Abraham was filled with humility and speaking from his heart.

Questions

1 Read Hebrews 13: 2. How does this and Abraham’s account challenge our attitude
towards hospitdity?
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2. Have you ever laughed or expressed disbelief at one of God' s promises givento you?

3. What do you think was God's motive for wanting to see for himsdlf the extent of the
depravity in Sodom and Gomorrah, when as God He would have known aready?,

4, What insght of intercession does Abraham’s prayer give you? Can you think of times
when you have felt a burden to pray though intercession?
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